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PREFACE. 


HE author of the following letters 

A to the Biſhop of LLaxnDAFF, has 

been induced to publiſh them in theip 
preſent form, at the requeſt of many of | 
his friends, who have not had an op- 
portunity of meeting with them in the 
limited circulation of a provincial pa- 
per:“ Another motive has been to cor- 
rect a partial ſtatement which appeared 
in the Mornivg Herald of March 20, 
and in the County Chronicle about che 
ſame time, which repreſented the Bi- 
ſhop's ſpeech in the Houſe of Lords as 
the only ſubject in diſpute ; whereas it | 
was merely incidentally introduced, and 
would never. have been noticed had the 
A2 flirſt 


+ Theſe Letters were firſt publiſhed in the CAuk RIDE 


INTELLIGENCER of January 10, Feb. 7, and Feb, 28, 1798. 
— 


( 4) 
flirſt ber never been publiſhed. Ano- 
ther motive yet remains, which is to 
explain and remark on fome circum- 
ſtances alluded to in the letters, in 
which the character of the Biſhop's 
deputy is deeply involved, In January 
1794, Mr. Symmons, a gentleman well 
known for his elegant and perſuaſive 
diſcourſes, eame here for his Doctor's 
degree: as a part of his exercifes, he 
preached a fermon before the Univer- 
fity, which, though replete with cle- 
gance, moderation, and good ſenſe, un- 
happily rouſed againſt him the malig- 
| nant and dormant fpirit of perſecution: 
Sueh was the temper of the times, and 
fueh the effect of miniſterial arts, to 
raife all the fears of the weak, and 
the erafts of the wicked on their ſide, 
againſt the real intereſts of the people. 
After ſtating the neceſſity of circum- 
ſpection and caution in every ſtage of 
life, 


1 


life, he applied the remark to the pre: 


ſent times, and hinted ſome diſapproba- 
tion of the conduct of miniſters, as hav- 
ing excited alarms, for the purpoſe of 
gaining a ſanction to meaſures neither 
honourable nor ſafe ; which gave ſuch 
offence to certain courtly divines, who 
were preſent, and to others who were 
not preſent, as to excite their keeneſt 
reſentment; for no expedient which 
ingenuity or malice could ſuggeſt, was 
omitted to blaſt the reputation, or im- 
pede the preferment, of this much i in- 
jured man ; but the good ſenſe of his 
patrons ok all their attempts 
fruitleſs and ridiculous, 


Soon after the ſermon, he began to 
find, from ſome difficulties that were 
ſtarted to his degree, that he had given 
offence; but conſcious of intending none, 
he was at a loſs to conceive from whence 

it 


GS) 
it aroſe ; but at length the mighty ſe- 
eret came out; he was informed by | 
the deputy profeſſor, that his ſermon 
had given great diſguſt to the heads of 
the Univerſity ; but not having been 
preſent himſelf, he begged leave to per- 
uſe the manuſcript. Mr. Symmons 
readily complied with the requeſt, in- 
timating, at the ſame time, a wiſh 
that the incorrect manuſcript might 
not be ſhewn about; on which Dr, 
Kipling ſolemnly, and repeatedly, pledged 
his honour, that he would not even ſpeak 
of it to any perſon, and that he would 
not i any way abuſe the confidence 
repoſed in him. The Vice Chan- 
cellor requeſted the ſame permiſſion 
for himſelf and the heads, which was 
granted with unſuſpecting confidence; 
but mark, reader, the uſe that was 
made of this generoſity! The ſermon 
was returned with the moſt offenſive 


paſſages 


"0 FEY 
paſſages underlined; theſe paſſages were 
copied, it is to be hoped, faithfully, and 


ſent in letters to the Lord Chancellor, 


from whom Mr. Symmons had the 
promiſe of a living; to theArchbiſhop of 
Canterbury, from whom he expected a 
diſpenſation ; to the Biſhop of Rocheſter 
his friend, and to the Biſhop of St. 
Davids his dioceſan; but the ſucceſs of 
this moſt deteſtable a& of perfidy and 
malice, was very different from what. 
was expected ; for Mr. Symmons, by 
what means it is not known, but moſt. 
probably, by comparing the original 
with the copies, convinced theſe gen- 
tlemen of the inoffenſive tendency and 
good intentions of his ſermon, and has 

got the living he was promiſed, and his 
Doctor's degree at Oxford. | 


In a letter which he addreſſed to Dr. 
Kipling, and which has ſince been print- 
| | ed, 
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ed, and ſent to different refident mem- I 
bers of the Univerſity; he charges him | 
with being the author of the letters 
above-mentioned, and dares him to re- | 
fute the accuſation. To this no awer 


has been returned, but by an anonymous 

ſquib, which bears a ſtrong refemblance 
to the hand writing of the deputy pro- ; 

feſſor, in which he threatens Dr. Sym 

mons with all the terrors of the law, if 
he dares to meddle with a man fo well ) 
verſed in all its ſubleties.* “ 5 N 
Here the affair has reſted for ſome 
time; the world will judge how to in- 
terpret Dr. Kipling's ſilence, which his 
friends have pronounced to be a mark | 
of his innocence, and becoming his dig- 
nified ſtation ; he will do well to con- | 


ſider, 


The Letter from Dr. S. with the ſuppoſed Letter from 
Dr. K. together with the anſwer from Dr. S. appeared in 
the CAMBRIDGE INTELLIGENCER of July 4, 1795s 
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ider, whether his dignity, as a man, Or 


as 2 profeſſor, is moſt concerned, 


That he bore a part in this tranſac- 
tion, ſo far as relates to the ſtopping 
the degree, he will probably not venture 
to deny; that he was the author of the 
letters, it would not be perfectly ſafe ta 
aſſert; yet upon the whole, if he wiſhes 
to avoid being deſpiſed, it would be 
prudent in him, for the future, to take 
care that his zeal to detect ſedition, 
does not miſlead his judgment ; for it 
is certain he was as much miſtaken in 
his ideas of this crime, as the prime 
miniſter in his notions of high treaſon; 
and though not yet rewarded by one 
party, he is ridiculed by the other, and 
probably deſpiſed by each. His ſucceſs 
in bringing heretics to puniſhment has 
probably miſled him in this inſtance; for 


Y: ſucceſs, to ſome people, who judge only 
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by events, is dangerous, and leads: to fus 


ture error. 

"IN wrote the letters above ah 
luded to, and it muſt have been Dr. 
Kipling, or ſome of the heads; though 
he may wear the external garb of pu- 
rity and meekneſs, and boaſt of his or- 
thodoxy and zeal for the conſtitution, he 
is neither a Chriſtian, nor a Gentleman; 
his heart is full of malice, of bitterneſs 
and guile, and he is a much worſe and 
more dangerous member of ſociety than 
the highwayman, who has the courage 


to riſque his life, while he demands 


your money. Againſt the one you may 
defend yourſelf ; againſt the other you 
can never be prepared; for as he ſtabs 


in the dark, though he may miſs his 


aim, he conceals his perſon, and there- 
fore cannot either be avoided in future, 


1 Wa 
| 18 


or puniſhed for the paſt. Such a man 


— 


[ 
1 

1 
| 
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is unfit for any ſtation, but above all for 


a miniſter of the goſpel, or an inſtructor 


of youth; for his principles muſt bg 


thoſe of meanneſs, ſervility, and decep- 
tion : but though he may avoid detec- 
tion in the preſent inſtance, he cannot 
paſs through life without ſome feelings 
of ſhame, and ſome ſtrong marks of 
contempt. 


B 2 LETTER 


TO THE 
BISHOP OF LLANDAPF, 


FT SHOULD never have troubled your 
Lordſhip, the world, or myſelf with 
this addreſs; had not the miſtaken pru- 
dence of your friends in the Caput pre- 
vented the ſubject of it from being decided 
by the majority of the Senate ; but as their 
refuſal may ſeem to convey ſome cenſure 
upon my interference in the affair, I think 
it neceffary to ſtate to your Lordſhip, and 
to the public, the motives which induced 
me to undertake it, and I truſt to the 
candour and generoſity of both, to believe 
that I ſpeak the truth. Soon after I be- 
came 


„ 


kame 4 Member of the Senate, having 
frequently heard your conduct as Regius 
Profeſſor of Divinity ſeverely reprobated, 
I joined in the general opinion ; and hay- 
ing no motives of fear or intereſt to pre- 


vent me from doing, what I agreed with 


others, ought to be done, I pledged myſelf 
to bring forward a Grace, for the purpoſe 
of reſcinding that which had formerly 
been paſſed, allowing you to appoint a 
deputy, on account of your ill ſtate. of 
health; as it” appeared you had given 


many indications of an intention never to 
return to the Univerſity ; as for inſtance, 


advertiſing your houſe to be let or ſold, 
withdrawing your ſubſcription for the 


hoſpital, and building a houſe in a diſtant 
country. Above three years have elapſed 


ſince I firſt formed this intention, which 
I communicated to the Maſter of Trinity, 
as Vice-Chancellor ; he uſed many inſidi- 
ous arguments to diſſuade me from my 
purpoſe ; but as I was convinced of the 


firmneſs of my ground, I was determined 


not to give it up. From the converſation 
I had with him, I found the Grace would 
never 


2 
l 
I! 
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never paſs the Caput, nor from the firſt 


had I much hope, knowing how difficult 


it is either to remove ſinecures, or to 


make them efficient. Had you not ſhewn 
a diſpoſition never to return here, by the 
_ circumſtances I have already mentioned, 

and by others I could name, if it were ne- 
ceflary, I ſhould not have heſitated to be- 


lieve, upon the word of a Biſhop, that - 


your health was the ſole cauſe of your 
- abſence; but theſe circumſtances are too 
ſtrong, not to render ſuſpicion to the con- 
trary, probable. The Grace was propoſed 
and rejected, as it was ſaid not to ſtate 
ſufficient evidence of your intention never 
to return to your duty. Another was ſoon 
offered, begging the original one to be 
reſcinded, as you had never given the Uni- 
verſity any reaſon to believe that your 
inability to perform your duty ſtill conti- 
nued. Upon this the Maſter of Trinity 


produced a letter from Dr. Halifax, ſtat- 


ing, that your health was ſuch as to make 


it dangerous for you to undergo ſo labo- 


rious an office, as preſiding in the ſchools, 
The petition was of courſe rejected: thus 
the 


1 
3 
. 

\ 

1 
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the affair has reſted ever ſince, which is 
now near three years ago, except that 
your Lordſhip bas publiſhed a charge, in 
which you declaim againſt 5 Pluralities 
and Non-refidence as the diſgrace of the 
Chureh;“ that you have re-publiſned a 


ſermon, with an appendix, containing a 
compliment to the wiſdom of adminiſtra- 
tion; and frequently appeared in the Uni» 
verſity, freſh from your northern retreat, 
with every appearance of robuſt health. 
I muſt not forget to add, that it is known 
you have let your houſe again for a conſis 
derable term of years, ſo that if your 
health ſhould be completely re-eſtabliſhed, 
it appears you do not mean to return ta 
the diſcharge of your duty within that 
time, which would be an additional mo- 
tive with me, for bringing the ſubje& 
forward again to the Caput, were it nog 
compoſed of nearly the ſame perſons as 
formerly, I have therefore now laid aſide 


every hope of reaching you, behind the 


ſtrong entrenchments of Univerſity forms; 
my attack is now directed to your con- 
chase, in which I truſt J ſhall be more 


ſucceſsful, 
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ſucceſsful, and induce you to give ſome 


ſatisfactory explanation of the circum- 


ſtances, which make it appear probable 
you never mean to return to TOW bs. 


When I firſt undertook this unpleaſant 
affair, I had little knowledge of the cha- 


rafter or abilities of your deputy, Dr. 


Kipling, and conſequently could mean 
nothing perſonal againſt him ; ſince then 
circumſtances have occurred, which ſhew 
him contemptible in both, and the dif- 
grace he has brought on the Univerſity 
will not be effaced for years. Indeed, my 
Lord, you have much to anſwer for to 
this refpectable Society, for the injuries 
it has ſuſtained in your abſence ; for ne- 
ver did we require more than at preſent, 
and for ſome time paſt, the conduct and 
counſel of a man like yourſelf, who had 


no need to force himſelf into notice, by | 


undertaking the odious office of a perſe- 
cutor; of a man like yourſelf, who had 


ſagacity enough to diſcover that heretics | 


gain confidence by oppreſſion, or libera- 
ey enough to tolerate even the wideſt 


It difference 


, Ne 
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of opinion; of a man like yourſelf, whoſe 
perſonal dignity, and exalted character, 
could have awed into ſilence, had you 
choſe to diſcountenance them, the firſt 
feeble murmurs of bigotry and perſecu- 
tion, 


Much the reverſe of all this, is the man 


whom you have left us as your deputy; 
and indeed when you firſt propoſed him, 


it muſt be confeſſed, he excited no very 
great hopes of being able to fill the office 


with dignity or credit, and many were at 
a loſs to conceive how his former ſtudies 


could in any reſpe& qualify him for a 


Profeſſor of Divinity; for his having ne- 
ver been known but as mathematical tutor 
of a large college, at preſent not much 
diſtinguiſhed for any thing but a plodding 
attention to theſe purſuits, and a more 


than Scotch attachment to all its mem- 


bers to each other, and to the intereſt of 
the whole, was conſidered as no very fa- 
vourable omen of his claſſical or theologi- 
cal fame, or the general liberality of his 
ſentiments ; but as inſtances had occurred 

| | of 


/ 
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bf great abilities being long in ripening, | 
(for the elder Scaliger was not diſtinguiſh- 
ed as a ſcholar till after the age of forty) 
and as your Lordſhip had qualified your- 
ſelf for the chair of chemiſtry in a very 


ſhort time, it was poſſible Dr. Kipling 
might aſtoniſh the world, by ſhewing him- 
ſelf a worthy ſubſtitute for the Biſhop _ 
of Llandaff; and your recommendation - 


ſtamped a value upon the metal, which 
having long paſſed current among us, 


though deficient in weight, is at length 


diſcovered to be baſe. With abilities 


_ ſcarcely ſufficient to qualify him for the 


pedagogue of a country ſchool, and a lit- 


tle learning which he gets by rote, he has 


had the audacity to intrude himſelf as a 
candidate for the moſt conſpicuous ſtations, 
and has unluckily ſucceeded ; under your 
auſpices he ſtill continues, with perpetual 
repetition, to deal out his ſcanty portion 
of exploded divinity, diſguiſed in barba- 
rous latin; and in latin ſtill more barba- 
rous, has dared to publiſh a preface to a 
book, which will be conſidered by the 
literati, both at home and abroad, as a 

8 ſpecimen 


( 0 )) 
ſpecimen of the ſtate of learning in this 
Univerſity 


| cba Lord, is the man whom you 
have choſen for your repreſentative; a 
man who miſtakes ceremonies for religion; 
tedious formality for dignity, and pedan- 
try for learning ; ſuch a man is as fit for 


profeſſor of divinity as for prime miniſter | 


of ſtate; for in theſe enlightened times, 
when the reverence of ſchool divinity is 
on the decline, the office muſt derive re- 
ſpectability from the man, and not the 
man from the office. Bluſh, my Lord, for 
yourſelf,” and for him who cannot bluſh, 


and have the candour to make this con- 
feſſion: 


* 


Pudet hæc opprobria nobis 


Et dici potuiſſe et non Four refelli. 
| Ovid. 


I ſhall not trouble your Lordſhip with 
any long apologies for my conduct; I can 
only ſay, I am ſorry if I have cauſed you 
vexation or diſquiet, in purſuit of that 
gary which I owe to the Univerſity, as a 

member 


N 
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member of the ſenate ; that duty which 
belongs to every man, whom Providence 
hath bleſſed with independence, and the 
ſpirit to preſerve it, of cenſuring thoſe 
ſervants of the public, who appear to 
| negle& the truſt they have undertaken; 
the public muſt decide between us, and as 
they ſeldom fail to give an impartial ver- 
dict, when fairly poſſeſſed of the truth, I 
truſt I ſhall be acquitted of raſhneſs or 
injuſtice, in having dared to cenſure a 
character, high, and long eſtabliſhed in 
the eſtimation of the world. I do not 
heſitate to ſay, by the impoſing ſuperio- 
rity of your abilities, and the ſpecious 
ſimplicity, of your, writings, they have 
been drawn from the examination of your 
conduct in very material points: in pri- 
vate life, as a father and a huſband, I be- 
lieve you are amiable, but with that I have 
no concern ; as an author, you haye been 
popular and uſeful ; as a profeſſor, digni- 
fied and decorous; but as a miniſter of 
the goſpel, enjoying a large portion of the 
emoluments of the eſtabliſhment, you 
have been ſhamefully deficient, when it is 

remembered 


—u—é— —— — — — 
* Nen 


( #2 ) 5 
remembered you are in poſſeſſion of three 
livings, a profeſſorſſiip, and a biſhoprick, 
without ever reſiding where the duty of 
any one of them requires. 


That you have ever condeſcended to 
ſolicit preferment from the miniſter, after 
the manly oppoſition you have formerly 
given his meaſures, Iam unwilling to be- 
lieve upon any authority whatever, though 
there are men bold enough to affert it; 
but that you now rank among thoſe baſe. 
betrayers of their country, who, at the 


end of the year 1792, ſurrendered the 


ſtrength and credit of oppoſition into the 
hands of the miniſter, upon the mean pre- 
tence. that the ſtate was in danger, I ne- 
ver can believe upon any leſs authority 
than your own confeſſion ; for ſurely, my 
lord, you had ſagacity enough to diſcover, 


and virtue enough to purſue the true line 


of conduct in that critical conjuncture: 


you muſt have known that, notwithſtand- 


ing any inſinuation to the contrary, the 
majority of the nation were firmly attach- 
ed to the conſtitution, from motives both 

e | of 
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of intereſt and affection, and that the firſt 
opportunity of diſplaying this attachment, 
would diſſipate every fear, every poſſibi- 
lity of tumult and inſurrection; and you 
muſt have foreſeen that there was real 
danger to be apprehended from that im- 
plicit confidence then given to the mini- 
ſter, which his ſubſequent conduct has 
realized, in his attempts to convert aſſoci- 
ations for parliamentary reform, and the 
unguarded levities of converſation into 
- overt acts of high treaſon. Through this 
confidence we have been duped into a war 
above all other wars, deteſtable in its ob- 
ject, and ruinous in its conſequences, by - 
a miniſter who has abuſed the credulity 
of the nation, and trampled on their pa- 
tience, and will, I truſt, ſoon fall the vic- 
tim of his ill-weaved ambition. You ſure- 
ly muſt have ſeen the diſtinction between 
a temporary confidence in the miniſter in 
the moment of alarm, and an unconditi- 
- onal acquieſcence in all his future mea- 
ſures, as you were not, I truſt, among 
the number of thoſe who were tempred 
to ſupport him, by the hope or the pro- 


miſe 


* 
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miſe of preferment. But murmurs have . 

gone abroad, and thoſe from no obſcure ; 

quarter, that you have not been rewarded 

according to your merit: Let me, how- 
ever, adviſe you as a friend, to lay aſide 
all hopes of riſing in any thing but repu- 
tation; that only is in your own power. 
Confider that character and conſiſtency 
are ill exchanged for any emolument, and 

_ preſerving in your conduct that manly ſpi- 
rit of independence which animates your 

writings, diſdain to bew to your former = £ 
enemies for preferment; return to the 
office which has loſt moſt of its dignity in 

your abſence, and let the Univerſity again \ 
embrace, after a long ſeparation, the moſt 
diſtinguiſhed of her ſons. I beg leave to | 
ſubſcribe myſelf, | 


Your Lordſhip's friend and ſervant, 


W. BURDON. 


EMMANUEL ar 
Fan. 3, 1795. 


LETTER 


TO THE 


BISHOP OF LLANDAFF, 


EMMANUEL COLLEGE, CAMBRIDGE, Feb, 5, 1795, 


Mr Lonp, 


AVING lately ſeen in a paper, called 

L 4 the STar, for Wedneſday, the 28th 

of January, a ſtatement of your ſpeech in 
the Houſe of Lords, on the motion of the 
Duke of Bedford, in which you alledge,— 
The retiredneſs of your collegiate life, 
and the avocations of your profeſſiona} 
duty, as an excuſe for your ignorance of 
political affairs I am deſirous of being 
- informed, 


9 


informed, whether your meaning. Bas been 
faithfully reported. For if it has, I take 
it for granted, you have not yet ſeen the 
letter which I addreſſed to you on the 
roth of January, in this paper; as after 

what I there ſtated to be undeniably true, 

I am unwilling to believe, you could ven- 
ture to make the declaration aſcribed to 
you. I therefore call upon you thus pub- 
licly, either to give you an opportunity 
of oontradicting a groſs miſrepreſentation, 
or to convict you in the face of the world, 
of the moſt impudent falſehood that eyer 
was uttered :—but my reſpect for your 
high ſtation, as a Biſhop, and for your 
character as a man, forbid me to believe you 
could poſſibly have aſſerted what you knew 
to be falſe ; knowing alſo, that it could im- 
poſe only on a few, and was liable to be 
eontradicted by hundreds; for every reſi- 
dent member of the Univerſity knows, and 
you cannot deny, that you have never re- 
ſided here a ſingle day as Profeſſor of Di- 
vinity, for theſe laſt ſeven years; and as 
to your clerical functions, either as a 

Biſhop or a Rector, it is well known they 
e do 


9 
do not occupy much of your time: but I 
forbear to preſs you on this ſubje& any 


further at preſent, and truſt you will con- 
ſider yourſelf as indebted to me for giving 


you an opportunity of denying what no- 
thing but malice or miſtaken wit could 
poſſibly attribute to you: but ſhould you, 
either by your ſilence or confeſſion, ac- 
knowledge what every friend to decency 
and truth will be ſhocked at, the public 


will have cauſe to thank me for expoſing 


a dangerous impoſtor ; for ſuch I deem 


that man who, not being deceived himſelf, | 


endeavours to deceive others. 
Your Lordſhip's friend and ſervant, 


W. BURDON, 


Da LETTER. 


pay ” 
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LETTER 18 


4 TO THE 
E D © © 
| OF THE 
CAMBRIDGE INTELLIGENCER. 


EMMANUEL COLLEGE, Fb. 26, 17955 
Sin, | 0 

TDESIRE you will be kind enough to 
inſert in your paper, the following 
letter, which I received from the Biſhop 
of Llandaff, having now obtained his per- 
miſſion to publiſh it, in conſequence of my 
having ſtated to him the obvious neceſſity 
of publicly anſwering to charges which 
have been publicly produced, as the world 
| might 


| 
| 
| 
| 


( 39.) 
had nothing to offer in his own vindica- 
tion. ; 
I remain yours, 
W. BURDON. 
To W. BURDON, Eq. 
| Gar Ghonor-STAEET, Feb, 13. 1795; | 
Sia, 1% 


THE letter, which you hs addreſ: 
ſed to me, in the Cambridge Paper, of 


Feb. 7th, I have read; the other, which : 


you mention, I. ner er 1 


wa 


As correct a copy of my late Speech 
in Parliament as I could make out, will he 


publiſhed, in a; few, days,.in Dehrett's Par- 


liamentary Regiſter; you, will there have 
an opportunity, of ſeeing, that the part of 
the Speech, which, has excited your atten- 
tion, has been "holy ae ee 


4 Some 


might otherwise be induced to ſuppoſe lie 


1 
1 . 


oa 
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Some other circumſtances in my con- 
duct ſeem to have given you offence; I 
think if you had known me better, you 
would have thought better of me. After, 
what may juſtly be called, a cloſe reſidence, 
and no very moderate application to ſtu- 
dies of various kinds in the Univerſity of 
Cambridge for above four and thirty years, 


my health became ſo entirely deranged, 


that my phyſicians jnformed me, a total 
change of ſyſtem was neceſſary for the 
preſervation of my life. —I retired into 
my native country, and have endeavoured . 
by indolence of mind, and exerciſe of body, 


to re-eſtabliſh a conſtitution which had 


been efſentially injured by a ſedentary life, 
and a too ſevere application to books. I 
have received benefit from this change, 
but I deſpair of ever being well, or able 
to reſume my former labours. 


I have given you, Sir, this explana- 
tion, from thinking it my duty not to ſuffer 
any man to continue in an error concerning 
me, when it is in my power to remove it, 

I am, Sir, your obedient ſervant, 


R. LLANDAFF, 


PF 


* 


* 

__ . b ; * — * 2F'*. wi, 
* * wy 9 1 . 1 

| 

q 4 2 7 

- ds „ 
. þ ” 
OP ; : * 
| 7 . % oy 0 
| p 2 g . 4 * 


0 THE 


BISHOP OF LLANDAFF. 
I HAVE received your Lordſhip's two 
laſt letters, but rather than you ſhould 


ſuffer any pain or inconvenience from the 
publication of circumſtances, which you 
think it prudent. to conceal, I forbear to 
comply with my ſtrong inclination to make 


their. contents generally known. With 


g regard to your ſpeech in parliament, Iam 


ready to acknowledge it has been much 
miſrepreſented in the newſpapers. I wiſh 
I could as readily agree, that you have 
fully and completely vindicated your con- 
duct with reſpect to your profeſſorſhip; for 


that letter which alone I have your per- 
miſſion to publiſh will, I fear, be conſidered 


by the world as a very inſufficient apology 
for your having entirely quitted the Uni- 


verſity. That your health has ſuffered | 
from the intenſeneſs of your ſtudies, I la- 


ment in common with every friend to li- 
terature 


* 


"(0.3990 
terature and ſcience, but ſurely you have 
deſpaired too haſtily, in ſuppoſing you 
ſhould never again be in a condition to re- 
ſame the duties of an office, which is cer- 
tainly not very laborious in its own nature, 
nor could be ſo to you whoſe knowledge is 


ſo much at hand, and whoſe language 


flows with ſuch eaſe and rapidity. Of 
your deputy you have not ventured to ſay 
one word, to vindicate either his learning 


or abilities, but leave him ſtill expoſed to 


the contempt of the world, unpitied and 


undefended, even by his friends. I am 
ſorry I cannot expreſs myſelf convinced, 
by much of the reaſoning contained in 


your letter, and were I permitted to re- 


mark on the whole of our correſpondence, 


I think I could point out ſome inſtances of 


_ weakneſs, and ſome of inconſiſtency in your 


arguments: but though I difſent from 


your opinions, I will not venture to dif. 


pute the purity of your motives. I am 
ſorry you are not enabled to convince the 


world how much you deteſt pluralities and 
ſinecures; you have deſerved much of the 


public, and I wiſh you had been better re- 
E warded 


— 


ö — 
7 warded : but a Biſhop, who has expreſſed j 


Himſelf a friend to the repeal of the Teſt 
Act, and, on many occaſions, no very 
warm friend to the miniſter, muſt be con- 
tent with the reward of his own con- 
ſcience. \ | 3 


3 I thank you for the candour and libera- 
| lity with which you interpret my motives, 
and truſt you will excuſe the freedom with 
which I have ſcrutinized your public con- 
duct ; for the errors of a great man are 
fatal to the public, and therefore ought 


= 
* * 


2 not to be above the reach of cenſure : per- 
Y haps I entertain too high and rigid notions 
8 of duty, but I cannot help declaring, that 
4 your Lordſhip's condu& in your clerical 
] 5 capacity exhibits an inſtance of culpable 
2 negligence, which it will be difficult for 
$3 you to paliate or excuſe. Your political 
1 conduct has lately aſtoniſhed many who 
* reverence your character and abilities, and 
oo 4} remember the warmth and energy with 
5 Which you have on former occaſions ex. 
'F be: preſſed the moſt uncourtly and liberal opi- 
| nions, 'That you ſhould ſanction either 
. | | oF 
S OY WW rr =_ 
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by your ſilence or your vote, the moft 
unjuſt, expenſive, and bloody war which 
ever diſgraced the annals of this country, 

has to ſome given pain, to others diſguſt; 
for nothing is more injurious to the cauſe 
of truth than the apoſtacy of thoſe wha 
have profeſſed themſelves her advocates z 
to her enemies it affords exultation and 


triumph; her timid and wavering friends 


it frightens from their duty; it leſſens 
the value of all public profeſſions of ho- 
neſty, and tends to diffuſe through the 
world a gloomy ſcepticiſm both in politics 
and religion, the bane of public and of 
private virtue; but you ſeem to be reco- 
vering from your lethargy, and have made 
ſome atonement for your long ſilence by 
your late ſpeech, and I truſt you will not 
deſiſt from your efforts to reſtore to the 
world the n of peace. | 


There is one part of your laſt letter 
which I can venture to anſwer without. 
any breach of confidence. Your very li- 
beral ſuppoſitions in favour of your de- 
puty cannot be juſtified by the circum- 

ſtances 


WW 
* * r n a e 
ſtſpnces of the caſe; ies were N. innocent 
e Dr. Symmons' s charge, he might bold- 
. N * deny it, and dare him to produce his 
I 1 8 but his ſilence is the beſt evidence 
. of his guilt, whieh he has neither courage 
1 to deny, nor honeſty to confeſs. e 
5 . Tr now take my leave of you, with ſen- 
85 | timents of the higheſt reſpect for your 
N virtues and your talents, and remain. 
: | Your Lepa J friend and ſervants. . 
"FB e W. BURDON, 
£ Fran 7: | a 
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